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for some months. By the time the rails and sleepers
began to arrive, forty miles of embankment had been
built, and for some time the bank-work and track-work
were carried on independently. Railhead was supplied
from the depot at " Atbara South/' and " bank-head "
maintained communication with the base by means of
the Bordein—one" of Gordon's steamers during the siege
of Khartoum.*
In the early summer of 1899 the railway reached Shendi,
and a small depot was established there. Its position
half-way between Atbara and Khartoum made it a con-
venient place for a small engine shed, and it had a further
advantage in that there was always deep water close under
the river bank, so that steamers could lie up alongside
the railway sidings.
In November the line reached the village of Geili on
the Nile, and only twenty-five miles of level country
remained to be traversed. On December Slst, 1899, the
rails were laid up to the bank of the Blue Nile opposite
Khartoum.
The completion of the railway from Haifa to Khartoum
brought Cairo within five days' journey of the capital of
the Sudan ; the Kerma line, two hundred miles in length,
linked the Dongola province with Haifa, At the opening
of the year 1900 these two lines comprised the railway
system of the Sudan. 750 miles of railway line had been
laid in little more than three and a half years ; two-
thirds of the work had been done against time and under
war conditions ; the whole of the work had been carried
out with the most rigid economy* At Haifa alone was
* The Bordein started life as a ** penny steamer " on the Thames. She
did valuable service during the siege of Khartoum. Her steam-pressure
was unknown, and the only test of this was the whistle. She was just
able to move against the current of the Nile and maintained a spasmodic
service between Bank-head camp and Atbara.
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